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CAST and STAFF 


John McReady Willard Parker 
George Lockhart Edgar Buchanan 
Deborah Allen Patricia White 
Pastor West Holmes Herbert 
Caleb Cross Wilton Graff 
Governor Boyd Davis 
Joshua Hill Jeff Corey 
Ned Jones Paul Campbell 
Rudolph Zeiss Paul E. Burns 
William Bliss Trevor Bardette 
Herbert Heywood 

Earle S. Dewey 

Mikel Conrad 

Patti Braiy 

Martin Milner 

Eddy Waller 


Written by Aubrey Wisberg: Suggested by a story by Edward 
Huebsch; Based upon the poem by Henry W. Longfellow; Directed 
by John Hoffman; Assistant Director, Milton Feldman; Director of 
Photography, Allen Siegler, A.S.C.; Art Director, Robert Peterson: 
Film Editor, James Sweeney: Set Decorations, Wilbur Menefee 
and Frank Tuttle: Musical Director, Mischa Bakaleinikoff; Sound 
Engineer, Lambert Day: Produced by Wallace MacDonald. A 
Columbia Picture. 


STORY 


(Not for Publication) 


Captain John McReady (Willard Parker), of Gloucester, is black- 
balled by the shipowners when he loses a ship on the reefs at 
Norman’s Woe! He joins company in 1830 with George Lockhart 
(Edgar Buchanan) in the salvaging business, not knowing that 
Lockhart deliberately wrecks ships by placing lanterns along 
false channels. 


Efforts of Deborah (Patricia White), McReady’s beloved, to 
have a lighthouse built on the treacherous rocks fail when her 
pleadings are opposed by Lockhart’s henchmen. In the mean- 
time, Lockhart orders his men to wreck the schooner “Hesperus.” 
McReady hears the alarm and races to the shore where he makes 
a very successful salvaging haul. 


The following day, as the loot is being sold at auction, Deborah 
tells McReady she will never marry him until he leaves the dirty 
salvage business. The Captain receives a further shock when he 
learns that his brother and niece have both perished in the 
wreck. Overcome by grief, he goes down to the reef, where he 
finds a lantern, proving that the wreck was no accident. 


When he confronts Lockhart with this news, the latter arranges 
with his political friends to have McReady imprisoned. The daring 
seaman escapes, however, and while trying to reach the gov- 
nernor, secrets himself aboard a mail coach, where he finds De- 
borah. When McReady is recaptured, the girl goes on to enlighten 
the governor about the trouble at Norman’s Woe. 


McReady is freed and traps Lockhart by ringing the “wreck” 
bell without cause, and then ambushing the wreckers as they 
hurry to hide their lanterns. In a bruising fight, Lockhart is 
beaten and captured. 


(Running Time: 68 Minutes) 
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UTILITY AD MAT No. 303 


SHIPWRECK QUIZ 


Here is a one-shot contest on famous 
shipwrecks that can bring your show- 
ing of “The Wreck of the Hesperus” 
considerable publicity. Through a 
newspaper or radio station, offer quest 
tickets to the first 25 entrants who sub- 
mit the correct answers. As a tie- 
breaker, require each contestant to in- 
clude a 30-word explanation on “Why 
I Would Like to See ‘The Wreck of the 
Hesperus.” Make sure that your pic- 
ture is given credit as inspiration for 
the contest. Here are the questions— 
you may want to add others: 


1. The name of the British steamship which struck 
an iceberg in 1912 and sank on her maiden voy- 
age was the (Titanic.) 


2. The name of the U.S. submarine which sank in 
1939 and was later salvaged to fight in the Pa- 
cific War was the (Squalus.) 


3. The name of the French liner which burned and 
sank at her New York pier while being con- 
verted for war duties was the (Normandie.) 


4. The name of the American steamship which took 
fire and was wrecked off the New Jersey coast 
in 1934 with the loss of 134 lives was the (Morro 
Castle.) 


5. The name of the Columbia picture, dealing with 
a famous sea disaster, coming Friday to the State 
Theatre, is (“The Wreck of the Hesperus.”) 


Here are two radio spots that should 
help to bring “The Wreck of the Hes- 
perus’ to the attention of the radio- 


listening public. Use them early and 
often for best results. 


15 SECONDS 


More treacherous than the raging seas are the 
dark passions seething in Columbia Pictures’ “The 
Wreck of the Hesperus,” which is inspired by the 
famous Henry Wadsworth Longfellow poem. See 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” with Willard Parker, 
Edgar Buchanan and Patricia White at the State 
Theatre Friday. 


30 SECONDS 


Out of dark seas comes the adventurous tale of 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” a thrilling story 
of ships wrecked for loot and hearts broken by 
greed ...a story of dark seas ... dark deeds... 
so‘t arms and wild rapture! The sea casts up a 


heart-stirring tale of treachery and love in Colum- 
bia Pictures’ “‘The Wreck of the Hesperus,” in- 
spired by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s famous 
ballad of land and sea. You must see Columbia’s 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” with Willard Par- 
ker, Edgar Buchanan and Patricia White, coming 
Friday to the State Theatre. 


Tie-Up Stills 


Don't Forget the Poem! 


ELOCUTION CONTEST 


With the co-operation of the English 
Departments of local grammar or 
high schools, arrange for an elo- 
cution contest, using Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow’s famous poem, 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” as the 
subject matter. Announce your 
contest well in advance through 
throwaways, publicity releases and 
notices in school publications and 
on school bulletin boards. Run the 
preliminary contest in the school 
auditoriums or on your stage several 
days before your playdate, with 
English teachers and other high 
school officials in attendance to se- 
lect the winners. Final contest should 
be held on your stage opening night, 
with audience applause to judge the 
winners. Award promoted prizes. 
Notify your newspaper for picture 
and story breaks. Be certain that all 
your contest publicity gives credit to 
your playdate. 


SHIP MODELS 


LIBRARY EXHIBITS 


“The Wreck of the Hesperus” was in- 
spired by the famous Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow poem of the same 
name. Take advantage of this by 
lining up libraries and book stores 
for window and bulletin board dis- 
plays of the literary works of the 
famous poet. With each of these ex- 
hibits, include a quantity of produc- 
tion stills and credit cards plugging 
your picture. 


GIANT DISPLAY OF POEM 


Let patrons and passersby know 
about “The Wreck of the Hesperus” 
by blowing up the famous Long- 
fellow poem, which can be obtained 
at any public library. Post your 
blow-up in your outer lobby several 
days prior to your playdate, as well 
as out front. Use stills from the pic- 
ture and be sure of your full credits. 


SAILOR BALLY 


Stage a ship-modeling contest for teen- 
agers, publicizing it extensively. Ex- 
hibit models in your lobby and have a 
shop teacher or hobby store proprietor 
select the winning entries whose own- 
ers should be awarded promoted 
prizes. 


NAUTICAL LOBBY 


Several days before your opening, 
convert your theatre lobby into a ship's 
deck. Equipment for this conversion 
might include ship’s lanterns, oars, 
lifebelts, ropes, steering wheels, naut- 
ical flags, etc., with neat credit cards. 


Several days prior to your playdate, 
send a bally man through the main 
streets dressed in the uniform of a mer- 
chant sailor and carrying a seaman’s 
duffle bag. Signs on the man’s back 
and on the bag should read: “I'm a 
Survivor of ‘The Wreck of the Hes- 
perus. See you Friday at the State 
Theatre.” 


ADVANCE TRAILER 


Fill the seats with this exciting trailer 
that will make them want to see the 
whole show. Order your trailer today 
from National Screen Service. 


This eye-appealing trio of tie-up stills 
gives you a splendid opportunity to 


arrange interest-arousing windows. 
Stills, and their uses, are: 


Still No. Willard Parker 38 — men’s sportswear 
and sporting goods stores. 


Still No. Patricia White 10 — for costume jewelry 
and beauty shops. 


Still No. Willard Parker 22 — men’s clothing 


stores, tobacco shops. 


Still No. Willard Parker 38 Still No. Patricia White 10 Still No. Willard Parker 22 
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Wreck of Hesperus Mat 2-A; Prod. Still No. 22 


‘ Framed by a ruthless salvage gang, Willard Parker and Patricia White 
- confront the governor in Columbia’s “The Wreck of the Hesperus,” at the 
Theatre. Edgar Buchanan is also featured in this adaptation of 
' Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s memorable classic. 


(Feature) 
Hollywood Turning 
To Beloved Classics 


For Story Material 


The motion picture industry 
is discovering the classics all 
over again. Novels, short stor- 
ies, poems and plays which have 
appealed to millions through- 
out the years because they have 
expressed the gamut of human 
experiences are being rushed 
into production. 

Charles Dickens’ ‘Great 
Expectations,” Shakespeare’s 
“Henry V” and Wilde’s ‘An 
Ideal Husband” have recently 
been filmed. Other estab- 
lished favorites such as Long- 
“Evangeline,” Haw- 
thorne’s “The Scarlet Letter,” 
Bronte’s “Wuthering Heights,” 
Austin’s “Pride and _ Preju- 
dice,’ Twain’s “Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer” and Stevenson’s 
“Treasure Island” all provided 
hours of top-notch entertain- 
ment for movie-goers. Thack- 
eray’s “Becky Sharp” was the 
first feature-length picture to 
be made entirely in Technicolor. 

Now Henry Wadsworth Long- 
fellow’s immortal poem of the 
sea, “The Wreck of the Hesper- 
us” has inspired a vivid and 


exciting motion picture. The 
Columbia drama is currently 
showing -atietheniiag aie... The- 


atre, with Willard Parker, Ed- 
gar Buchanan and Patricia 
White in the leading roles. 


Told against the exciting 
background of New England in 
the early 1800’s when sailing 
vessels were in their heyday, 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus” 
was written by Aubrey Wisberg 
from a story suggested by Ed- 
ward Huebsch. It concerns a 
young sea captain, blackballed 
by ship owners when his vessel 
founders off the rugged coast. 
He then joins a salvaging busi- 
ness, but unknown to hin, his 
partner engineers numerous 
wrecks to obtain the valuable 
cargoes as salvage. When the 
“Hesperus” goes down, the for- 
mer captain discovers the hor- 
rible truth and breaks up the 
nefarious business. 

With “The Wreck of the Hes- 
perus” leading the way, movie 
fans will soon be able to see 
many other classics; from the 
writings of Mark Twain, “A 
Connecticut Yankee” and “The 
Celebrated Jumping Frog of 
Calaveras County,” to be called 
“Best Man Wins”; Sir Walter 
Seott’s “Ivanhoe,” Tolstoi’s “An- 
nu Karenina” and Robert Louis 
Stevenson’s “Silverado Squat- 
ters,” which will be retitled “Ad- 
ventures in Silverado.” 
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(General Advance) 


‘Wreck of Hesperus’ 
Brought to Screen 
As Vivid Thriller 


Henry Wadsworth  Long- 
fellow’s beloved ballad of land 
and sea, “The Wreck of the 
Hesperus,” has been adapted to 
the screen by Columbia and is 
comingatosthe: swan Theatre 
ON oS casas Heading the fea- 
tured cast are Willard Parker, 
Edgar Buchanan and Patricia 
White. 

For the vivid scenes of the 
sea, Columbia chartered one of 
the most famous sailing ships 
of the 19th Century, the “Jona- 
than M. Ward,” re-named the 
“Hesperus” for the picture. 
This old sailing ship had been 
towed to San Diego from Boston 
in 1937 to be used as a museum 
along the West Coast. Much of 
the action was shot in Laguna 
Beach, Calif. 

Parker plays the role of a 
stalwart sea captain who is 
blackballed by the shippers 
when his ship piles up on the 
rocks. He joins the salvaging 
business of Buchanan, who, un- 
known to Parker, lures many 
ships to their destruction by 
treacherously placing lanterns 
along false channels. Parker ev- 
entually discovers Buchanan’s 
treachery and, after many trav- 
ails, subdues the latter in a 
bruising fight among the break- 
ers. Lovely Miss White portrays 
Parker’s sweetheart. 

The film was written by Au- 
brey Wisberg from a story sug- 
gested by Edward Huebsch. 
John Hoffman directed for pro- 
ducer Wallace MacDonald. 


(Closing Notice) 


“Wreck of Hesperus’ 
Weighs Anchor Soon 


“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” 
Columbia drama based upon the 
poem by Henry W. Longfellow, 
concludes its successful run at 
the Theatre on 
The featured cast is headed by 
Willard Parker, Edgar Buchan- 
an and Patricia White. 


Famous Story 


Columbia’s “The Wreck of 
the Hesperus,” currently play- 
ing at the Theatre, 
was inspired by Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow’s immortal 
poem of the raging seas. Fea- 
tured in the leading roles are 
Willard Parker, Edgar Buchan- 
an and Patricia White. 
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(General Advance) 


‘Wreck of the Hesperus Movie 
Inspired by Longfellow 


“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” 
Columbia’s stirring drama in- 
spired by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow’s beloved ballad of 
land and sea, is coming to the 
s Iaeoohate ees Theatre on 
Willard Parker, Edgar Buchan- 
an and Patricia White have the 
principal featured roles. 

The action of “The Wreck of 
the Hesperus” takes place dur- 
ing the hey-day of the sailing 
vessel. The locale is the rugged 
New England coast near the 
celebrated reef of Norman’s 
Woe, on whose jagged rocks 
many a schooner broke its heart 
and had its proud lines smashed. 

To lend authenticity to the 
film, Columbia chartered one of 
the most famous sailing ships of 
the early 1800’s, the “Jonathan 
M. Ward,” and renamed it “The 
Hesperus.” The ship had been 
towed to San Diego from Boston 
in 1937 and was maintained as 
a nautical museum of the old 
sailing days. Laguna Beach’s 
jagged coastline on the Pacific 
was used to shoot much of the 
film, since it duplicated the 
rugged Massachusetts’ coast 
which is the scene of the epic 
poem. 

Parker portrays a handsome, 
stalwart Gloucester sea captain 
in this thrilling tale of treach- 
ery and love. He and Miss 
White, as sweethearts, are said 


eeeceeee 


to make a handsome romantic 
team. Parker was _ previously 
seen in the Technicolor West- 
ern, ‘‘Relentless,” as a sheriff, 
and as a brash advertising ex- 
ecutive in “The Mating of 
Millie.” Buchanan, too, has a 
change of pace in his latest 
film, making the transformation 
from a bluff fighting-man in 
“The Black Arrow,” to a ras- 
cally salvage merchant. Miss 
White last appeared in “When 
a Girl’s Beautiful” and the ac- 
tion musical, “Rose of Santa 
Rosa.” 

“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” 
written by Aubrey Wisberg 
from a story suggested by Ed- 
ward Huebsch, concerns the 
plight into which a heroic sea 
captain (Parker) is plunged 
when his ship founders in a 
storm. Blackballed by the ship- 
owners, Parker, in despair, 
joins an ocean salvaging busi- 
ness conducted by Buchanan. 
The latter, unknown to Parker, 
has waxed rich treacherously 
luring ships to their destruc- 
tion off Norman’s Woe by set- 
ting up lanterns along false 
channels. It is only when the 
“Hesperus” piles up on the 
rocks, killing his brother and 
niece, that Parker discovers the 
evil-doing of Buchanan, 

John Hoffman directed for 
producer Wallace MacDonald. 


Wreck of Hesperus Mat 1-A; 

Prod. Still No. 4 

Dark deeds highlight Columbia‘’s 

"The Wreck of the Hesperus,” now 

at the Theatre. Willard 
Parker is featured. 
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(Review) 


Dark Deeds and Wild Rapture 
In Filming of Memorable Poem 


“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” 
Columbia’s powerful drama of 
dark deeds and wild rapture, 
opened yesterday at the 
Theatre. Cast in the principal 
featured roles are Willard Par- 
ker, Edgar Buchanan and Pa- 
tricia White. 

Inspired by Henry 


eeceeee 


Wads- 


(Advance Reader) 


“Wreck of Hesperus’ 


Story of Adventure 


“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” 
which Columbia has transcribed 
to the screen from Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow’s beloved bal- 
lad of land and sea, is scheduled 
to open at the Theatre 
ON sereeseors os 


chanan and Patricia White are 
the featured leads of this thrill- 
ing tale of treachery and love 
which takes place on the rugged 
New England coast near the 
reef of Norman’s Woe in the 
days of sailing vessels. 

The film. was written by Au- 
brey Wisberg from a story sug- 
gested by Edward Huebsch. 
John Hoffman directed for pro- 
ducer Wallace MacDonald. 


(Opening Notice) 


“Wreck of Hesperus’ 
Sailing This Way 


Columbia’s “The Wreck of 
the Hesperus,” based upon the 
poem by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow, will open a run at 
the Theatre on 
Featured in the thrilling drama 
are Willard Parker, Edgar Bu- 
chanan and Patricia White. The 
film was written by Aubrey 
Wisberg from a story suggested 
by Edward Huebsch. John Hoff- 
man directed for producer Wa!- 
lace MacDonald. 
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worth Longfellow’s. immortal 
poem of the same name, this 
adventure of the sea tells a 
stirring tale of strong men and 
brave women unconquered by 
raging elements. Parker, cap- 
tain of a sailing ship, becomes 
embittered when, after losing 
his ship on the rocks, he is 
blackballed by the shipowners. 
He ,joins with Buchanan, a 
wealthy Bostonian, who oper- 
ates an ocean salvaging busi- 
ness. Unknown to Parker, 
however, is the vicious fact that 
Buchanan deliberately plies his 
nefarious business of wrecking 
the vessels by guiding them in- 
to dangerous waters. 

Miss White, Parker’s beauti- 
ful beloved, tells him that she 
will not marry him unless he 
gives up the salvage business. 
At the height of a storm, the 
good ship “Hesperus,” one of 
his salvage jobs, went down 
with his brother and_ niece 
aboard. Overcome by grief, Par- 
ker discovers the secret of Bu- 
chanan’s “success” and charges 
him with being a wrecker. Al- 
though temporarily bested by 
the villain, Parker succeeds in 
cornering and subduing him in 
a rousing battle in the raging 
surf. 

As the sea captain, tall, 
manly-looking Parker is ideal 
for the part. His commanding 
presence and tender conduct 
toward Miss White will appeal 
to men and women, Miss White 
is a rising young actress whose 
good looks supplement a fine 
talent, which she displays abun- 
dantly in the film. Buchanan 
makes an effective villain. 

Magnificent photography of 
the sea off the jagged New 
England coast enhances the fur- 
ious action and the savage com- 
bats which highlight the film. 
The tender romance between 
Parker and Miss White also 
adds to the picture’s appeal. 

John Hoffman directed the 
film, which was written by 
Aubrey Wisberg from a story 
suggested by Edward Huebsch. 


Wreck of Hesperus Mat 1-E; 
Prod. Still No. 30 

Willard Parker and Patricia White 
are the romantic leads in Colum- 
bia’s “The Wreck of the Hesperus” 


at the Theatre. 


(Reader) 


Dresses Her Tresses 
For Each New Role 


Patricia White, newcomer to 
the Columbia lot, is going 
through a chameleon-like routine 
in the hairdressing department. 


She debuted in “When a 
Girl’s Beautiful” in her natural 
blondeness. Overnight, Patricia 
became a brunette for “Rose of 
Santa Rosa,” and then turned 
to auburn tresses for her lead- 
ing part in “The Wreck of the 
Hesperus.” 

“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” 
now showing at the 
Theatre, is based on Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow’s im- 
mortal ballad of land and sea. 
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(Feature) 


Willard Parker Wins 
Girl in Latest Film 


Willard Parker is glad to get 
the girl again. 

After a year of “game-loser” 
roles, handsome,  six-foot-five 
Parker winds up Columbia’s 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” 
now at the Theatre, 
with beautiful Patricia White 
in his arms. 

“That’s the way I like it,” 
says Willard. ‘Give me the girl 
every time from now on. I’ve 
had all the sympathy I want.” 

Parker belives he got all 
fouled up in a run of what he 
calls “Randy Scott roles,” in 
which he played the noble, gen- 
erous guy who stood by and let 
another guy win the girl they 
both loved. It happened in “Re- 
lentless,’ with Robert Young 
and Marguerite Chapman, and 
in “The Mating of Millie,” with 
Glenn Ford and Evelyn Keyes. 

“You don’t win fans and big 
contracts that way,” he says 
vehemently. ‘Nowadays you 
must knock the other guy out 
of the way and sweep the girl 
off her feet. Fans want virility 
—not nobility.” 

“Take Scott for instance,” he 
continues. “For years Randy, 
an attractive guy if there ever 
was one, was hopelessly typed. 
Soon as you saw his name on 
a marquee you knew he was be- 
ing another fine, upstanding but 
unromantic dodo who politely 
handed over the girl he loved 
to another guy. ; 

“Then he got sick of that and 
played a rough, tough killer 
who won the girl in ‘Gun- 
fighters.’ Overnight he was red- 
hot at the box-office.” 

And Parker hopes that he 
ean follow in Scott’s footsteps, 
with “The Wreck of the Hes- 
perus,” inspired by Henry Wads- 


Wreck of Hesperus Mat 1-B; 
Prod. Still No. 28 


It's on to adventure and down to 
the sea with Willard Parker in 
Columbia’s ‘Wreck of the Hesper- 
us” at the Theatre. 


worth Longfellow’s immortal 
poem, as his springboard. It is 
entirely possible, too. Physically, 
there is a great similarity. Both 
are towering fellows, blonde, 
and ruggedly handsome. Both 
are soft-spoken and fine actors. 

Scott came up in movies the 
hard way: via small parts. 
Parker landed a big contract 
with Columbia through his 
stage role with Gertrude Law- 
rence in “Lady in the Dark.” 
He played the part of a ro- 
mantic movie hero. And that’s 
exactly what he wants to be. 


(Feature) 


Edgar Buchanan Mixes 
Acting and Dentistry — 


Getting a movie contract is 
definitely not like pulling teeth, 
says top character actor Edgar 
Buchanan. 

Since Buchanan has a con- 
tract with Columbia and is a 
dentist with several hundred ex- 
tractions to his credit, to boot, 
he is in a position of authority 
on the question. He’s currently 
portraying a villainous role in 
the studio’s “The Wreck of the 
Hesperus,” which was inspired 
by the immortal Longfellow po- 
em and is now playing at the 
i isteretavers Theatre, 

“Of course,” Edgar hastens 
to explain, “I am basing that 
belief only on my own experi- 
ence. And perhaps I was just 
lucky. One day I was a dentist 
in Altadena, doing a little ama- 
teur dramatics on the side at 
the Pasadena Community Play- 
house, and the next day I was 
under contract to Columbia 
Pictures. 

“You can’t say that I came 
up the hard way,” he adds. 

Buchanan is the only actor- 
dentist in Hollywood, and prob- 
ably in all the world. 

The actor has a cosy set-up 
in his thespian-dentist career. 
When he is busy in front of the 
cameras, his wife, also a prac- 
ticing dentist, takes care of 
their patients in their Altadena 
office. 

“I was an amateur actor be- 
fore I was a dentist,” Edgar 
says. “I always wanted to be 
an actor, but my father,who was 
also a dentist, wanted me to 
follow in his footsteps—so I 
did, kissing my acting career 
good-bye. 

“Then when we came to Cali- 
fornia, I started amateur work 
at the Pasadena Playhouse— 


Wreck of Hesperus Mat 1-C; 
Prod. Still No. 19 


Edgar Buchanan as he appears in 
Columbia’s “Wreck of the Hesper- 
us,” based on Longfellow’s poem, 
now at the! e.5s.02::.:... Theatre. 


just for fun. I had no idea of 
turning professional.” 

Actually, all it took to get 
Mr. Buchanan a contract was 
for a Columbia scout to catch 
one of his performances at the 
Playhouse. 

Also featured in “The Wreck 
of the Hesperus,” which was 
written by Aubrey Wisberg 
from a story suggested by Ed- 
ward Huebsch, are Willard Par- 
ker and Patricia White. John 
Hoffman directed for producer 
Wallace MacDonald. 


LOCAL ANGLES 


Altadena, Cal.—Edgar Bu- 
chanan practiced dentistry 
here for many years. 

Columbia, Ohio — Patricia 
White attended Stephens 
College in this city where 
she studied drama under 
well-known actress Maude 
Adams. 

Davenport, Iowa — Birthplace 
of Patricia White; attended 
St. Katherine’s School for 
Girls. 

Humansville, Mo.—Edgar Bu- 
chanan’s birthplace. 

New York, N. Y.—Willard 
Parker born here; attended 
Richmond Hill High School. 

Portland, Ore. — Edgar Bu- 
chanan graduated from 
North Pacific Dental Col- 


lege. 
-@ 


(Reader) 


Character Actor 
Likes Meaty Roles 


Character actor Edgar Bu- 
chanan is one Hollywood per- 
sonality who has defied the 
type-casting system, Movie fans 
never know what to expect 
from this versatile fellow. 

Buchanan has only one ques- 
tion when being assigned to a 
new part, “Is is a meaty role 
that I can really tear into?” 
And he gets them! 

From his __ bible-preaching, 
gun-toting Western badman in 
“Renegades,” the bewildered 
victim of circumstances in 
“Framed,” the lusty, brawling 
Scotsman in “The Swordsman,” 
Buchanan has* switched com- 
pletely in his latest film, Col- 
umbia’s “The Wreck of the Hes- 
perus,” now at the 
Theatre. 

The actor portrays a mean 
scoundrel, an owner of a sal- 
vage business who deliberately 
wrecks sailing vessels to cap- 
ture their cargoes. 


(Reader) 


Director Gets Help 


From Cast Member 


Director John Hoffman of 
Columbia’s “The Wreck of the 
Hesperus,”. the exciting sea 
drama inspire y Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow’s famous po- 
em and currently playing at 
the Theatre, found an 
unexpected technical advisor on 
sailing-ship scenes in one of the 
members of his cast. 

He was Holmes Herbert, fa- 
mous character actor and vet- 
eran of more than 200 pictures. 

Mr. Herbert spent two years 
while he was in his teens on 
clipper ships and has since be- 
come an authority on all types 
of sailing vessels. 


eoeeeeve 


New Type Part 


Rugged Willard Parker, por- 
trayer of sophisticated comedy 
roles and Western heroes, takes 
on his first “sea dog” charac- 
terization in Columbia’s ‘The 
Wreck of the Hesperus,” now 
showing at the The- 
atre. In the film, inspired by 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s 
immortal poem, Parker plays 
a captain of a sailing vessel 
of the early 1800’s. Also fea- 
tured are Edgar Buchanan and 
Patricia White. 


Busy and Popular 


One of the busiest and most 
popular character actors in Hol- 
lywood, Edgar Buchanan, is cur- 
rently appearing in Columbia’s 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” 
now at. the 4..scer Theatre. 
Based on the poem by Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, the 
film also features Willard Par- 
ker and Patricia White. 


Wreck of Hesperus Mat 2-B; Prod. Still No. 27 


A light that failed .. 


. and a love that braved disaster. Patricia White 


and Willard Parker in Columbia’s “Wreck of the Hesperus,” inspired by 
Longfellow’s epic poem and now playing at the ................. Theatre. 


(Feature) 


Three Leading Roles 
For Patricia White 


Patricia White had been un- 
der contract to three studios 
before she made a picture, 

Then she had the feminine 
lead in three in a row. Her lat- 


est is Columbia’s “The Wreck 
of the Hesperus,” currently 
showing at the ...... Theatre. 


Of course, Patricia is very 
happy now, with those three 
pictures behind her and a bril- 
liant future ahead of her at 
Columbia, but it wasn’t always 
that way. 

After a bright beginning on 
the New York stage, Patricia 
was signed by Warners and 
brought to Hollywood only to 
discover when she arrived that 
the picture had been shelved. 
After one year and. eight 
months of doing nothing but 
drawing her check every Thurs- 
day, Patricia divorced herself 
from Warners. 

“The checks were nice,” she 
says, “but I was stagnating pro- 
fessionally. I wanted work, not 
a sinecure.” 

So when Paramount immed- 
iately offered her a _ contract, 
Patricia was sure they meant 
business and had a role waiting 
for her. 

“Instead,” says Patricia, “I 
waited for the role. I waited for 
cight months, then -I was 
through waiting. Paramount 
and I parted amicably.” 


Wreck of Hesperus Mat 1-D; 
Prod. Stil) No. 32 


Patricia White is featured with 
Willard Parker and Edgar Buchan- 
an in Columbia’s “Wreck of the 
Hesperus” at the Theatre. 


She was on the verge of re- 
turning to Broadway when a 
third studio, Columbia, made 
her an offer, saying they had 
a picture for her. 

“T was going to answer with 
nothing but a sneer,” says Pa- 
tricia. “Then I decided to give 
the movies one more try, After 
all, who was I to turn up my 
nose at acting contracts?” 

So she signed with Columbia, 
and before she knew what had 
happened to her she was cast 
in the feminine lead of “When 
A Girl’s Beautiful.” 

She had just finished the last 
scene from that musical when 
she was given the lead in “Rose 
of Santa Rosa.” Then she was 
cast in the top feminine spot, 
opposite handsome Willard Par- 
ker in “The Wreck of the Hes- 
perus.” 

Inspired by Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow’s immortal 
poem, the film gives Patricia 
ample chance to parade her his- 
trionic ability. As a result, Col- 
umbia says that Miss White is 
destined for great things, and 
that’s all rght with her! 


(Reader) 


Famed Sailing Ship 
Chartered for Film 


One of the most famous sail- 
ing ships of the early 1800’s, 
the Jonathan M. Ward, was 
chartered by Columbia for an 
important “role” in “The Wreck 


of the Hesperus,” currently 
playing at the ...... Theatre. 
The Jonathan M. Ward, 


towed to San Diego, California, 
from Boston in 1987 to be used 
aS a museum along the West 
Coast, had its name changed to 
“The Hesperus” for the picture. 


Directorial Debut 


John Hoffman, former mon- 
tage and special effects expert, 
makes his debut as a_ full- 
fledgcd director with Columbia’s 
“The Wreck of the Hesperus,” 
now at the Theatre, 
which was produced by Waliace 
MacDonald. Hoffman is thus 
the fifth director to get his start 
under MacDonald’s. aegis, the 
others having becn John Brahm, 
Charles Vidor, Andre DeToth 
and Joseph H. Lewis. Based up- 
on the poem by Henry Wads- 
worth Longfellow, the film fea- 
tures Willard Parker, Edgar 
Buchanan and Patricia White. 
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